Questions day 2 and 3 How do we know that we do not live in a game?
1. Watch: the Matrix until 46min.
2. Discuss with the group: could this be real? Could we be living in the Matrix right now? Why (not)?
3. Read Plato’s Republic, Book VII up to and including “or in other words, of the good” (the best is to read it together!!). Discuss the story of Plato in the group. Then answer questions 3a – 3g in pairs and then discuss them with the whole group.
· 3a. What does Socrates mean, when he says that those strange prisoners are “like ourselves” (p. 373)?
· 3b. “to them, the truth would be literally nothing but the shadows of the images” (p. 374). How can you compare this to the story of the Matrix? 
· 3c. Socrates argues that when a prisoner is released, comes out of the cave and is shown the true things, he will ‘fancy that the shadows which he formerly saw are truer than the objects which are now shown to him’ (p. 374). Do you think that is true? Why (not)? And how does this relate to the Matrix?
· 3d. The prisoners are ‘in the habit of conferring honours among themselves on those who were quickest to observe the passing shadows and to remark, which of them went before … etc” (P. 375). Can you relate this to our world – imagine we do in fact live in the Matrix?
· 3e. How does Plato’s story relate to our life? Is there some truth in it? 
· 3f. What are the resemblences and differences between the Matrix and the story of Plato? 
· 3g. After having discussed the Matrix and Plato, what can you now say about the question: How do we know that we do not live in a game?
4. Read the text from the Stanford Encyclopedia about Berkeley. Answer questions 4a- individually and discuss them after in the group. 
4a. Why are all ordinary objects ideas, according to Berkeley?
4b. How does that go against materialism?
4c. What is the likeness principle?
4d. Does this make it likely that we live in a game?
4e. Is the materialist argument given under 2.1.4 give a good argument against the idea that maybe our world is not real? Why (not)?
4f. What do you think is the relation between objects and ideas?
4g. What do you think of Berkeley’s statement that there are only ideas? Can you understand his idea, that we only perceive with the mind and not directly with our senses?
4h. Are pleasure and pain only in the mind (2.2.2)?
4i. Can we differentiate between first- and secondary qualities of objects (2.2.2)?
4j. What does “esse est percipi” mean?
4k. Why is the implied existence of a spirit a possible counter-argument for Berekeley’s theory (3.1.2)?
4l. What is the role of God in Berkeley’s theory (3.1.3)?

5. Now that you have read Berkeley, Plato and seen the Matrix, write an essay of about 1 page about the question “Can it be that the outside world exist only in our mind?”. 
6. Discuss your essay in your group
7. Prepare your presentation (make it interactive and fun!)
[bookmark: _GoBack]8. Present what you have found so far to the other students



